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In the midst of all these adverse influences, and the men
who did it are remembered with veneration and gratitude.
To Granville Sharp, Zachary Macaulay, and Clarkson is
chiefly due the credit for those careful and laborious
researches which placed before the public eye the dreadful
picture of the Middle Passage, and all the unfathomable
and inarticulate misery of the slave trade. That trade
meant the rooting up in a century of more than three
millions of negroes, captured in slave hunts, crowded into
vessels where the regular mortality among strong men was
seventeen per hundred, and transported with every circum-
stance of brutality and suffering to islands where almost
any form of punishment or coercion was legitimate. It
was proved in one trial that a master of a slave ship might
throw a hundred and thirty slaves into the sea, without
raising any issue more important than the precise distri-
bution of costs and losses.
Wilberforce was the protagonist of the abolitionists in
Parliament, and in spite of innumerable disappointments
and vexations, he lived to carry his great project to
success. The effect of this crusade upon public opinion is
seen in the number of petitions, 103 in 1788, and 519 in
1792, in the protests against the slave trade from the Corpora-
tions of London, Bristol, and many large towns, and in a
widespread agreement to leave off the use of sugar as a
product of slave labour.
There was no matter in which Fox engaged that was
nearer to his heart than the abolition of the slave trade.
When Pitt brought the question before the House of Com-
mons in 1788, in place of Wilberforce who was ill, Fox
stated that he had meant to take it up himself, but that on
hearing Wilberforce's intentions he had come to the con-
clusion that proposals for reform would come with more
authority from Wilberforce than from himself. The subject
had been brought before the Privy Council for enquiry, and
Fox argued that the enquiry should have been an enquiry by
the House of Commons. There were at this time three